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Speak not Evil of Dignities ; 


Proving irrefragably, 


- That the late P2oceſſion of the Citizens to Weſtminſter, 
in Defence of their Liberties and Properties, was a 
Damnable Sin, and not to be 3 for, but by an 
Abſolute Obedience and Implicit - Faith, in the aWiſ- 
dom and Conduct of our Superiours oz the future, 
and that the Exciſe-Scheme was calculated fo2 the 
Benefit and * of the Whole Nation. 
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Speak not Evil of Dignities. 


PIEONR IEEE H E, foregoing Words, my beloved 
Friends and Brethren, are ſo expreſs 
and politive a Command, that I am 
KS ſurprized any Perſons who have had 
2 but ſo much Education, as to be able 


only to read, ſhould dare attempt to 

[SS UI - break through it. But if only $eaking 
Evil of Dignities is ſo expreſly forbidden, how much more 
muſt the acting againſt the Commands of thoſe in Autho- 
rity over us be forbidden and prohib'ted ? Be not deluded. 
therefore, my Brethren, by the Artifices of deſigning 

Men, who would raiſe Diſcontents and Diſſatisfaction in 
your Breaſts, and would incite you to murmur and rebel 
againſt the higher Powers. 


I BELIBYE 


(4) 


I y:L1evs the the Word Rebellion will ſtartle you, 
my Brethren, at leaſt, I hope, it will ſtartle the honeſt 
Part of you; but whatever you may think, or whatever 
thoſe Incendiaries, Caleb D. Anvers and Fog may teach you, 
murmuring againſt your Superiours is in Fact a downright 
Rebellion, and were it not for the Lenity of thoſe worthy 
Perſons, or rather that worthy and inconſiderate Man, againſt 
whom ſo much Spite and Envy is daily ſhown by the Diſ- 
affected, ought to be puiſſi d. | * 


You ſeem ſurpriz d at this Doctrine, my Brethren, and 
yet I will eaſily demonſtrate it to you by an Inſtance 
which moſt of you know, and which, perhaps, ſome of 
you may have been convinced of by fatal Experience. 
Suppoſe any one of you ſhould hold up your Hand againſt 
me, or even ſpit at it is an Aſſault in Law, and will 
bear an Action, as much as if you ſtruck me, as any At- 
torny will ſatisfy you, In the like Manner murmuring 
againſt your Superiours is Rebellion, and ought fo to be 
puniſhed, altho you do not proceed to taking up Arms. 


Is Effect, my Friends, ſo much you have been ſpirited 
up of late, by thoſe Political Incendiaries afore-mention'd, 
that, no Doubt, many of you had the Will to have 
ceeded farther, and incurred the Pains and Penalties of 
the Law, had not our wiſe Governours, out of their 

reat Tenderneſs and Compaſſion for ſich poor deluded 
retches, taken Care to provide an Armed Force to keep 
you in Awe, and ſave you in ſpite of yourſelves. 


Tuis crying Sin, my Brethren, I mean the Speaks 
Evil of Dignities has prevailed ſo much of late Sougf 
without the leaſt Reaſon or Provocation) that it is even got 
behind Counters, and has crept up into the very Garrets, 
to Taylors Sliop-boards; nay, it has inſinuated even into 
Herb-Cellars, and Coblers-Stalls; and is become ſo very 
Epidemieal, that every Gin-Shop is a perfect Academy of 
Politicks, where the Nation is hourly ſettled over a Quar- 
tern of Gin, and where that Great Man, who: is daily 
watchſul far our Welfare and Preſervation, is every Mo- 
ment hang d, drawn, and quarter d: In ſhort, my Bre- 
thren, we are become a Nation of Politicians; better 
were it for us, were we a Nation of Obedient and Sub- 
miſſive Subjects. s : 

1 — I SHOULD. 
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I. $40vLD think, my Brethren, that there needed but 
few Arguments to convince you of the heinous Nature, 
and Enormity of that crying Offence, viz.. Seating Evil 
of Dignities but to put it paſt all Diſpute, 1 ſhall divide 
my Text into Two Parts, and make proper Obſervations 
upon each of them, which will ſet in a glaring Light the 
Conduct and Wickedneſs of thoſe People, who not only 
are guilry of Impious Practices themſelves, but who en- 
DEE REDS 

becoming, like the 0 not only 8 
— Tor the Cauſe of Sin in others. 


Tu firſt Thing then, my Brethren, to be obſerv'd in 
my Text is, that it contains an expreſs and poſſitive Com- 
mand, viz. Speak nh as I have wi ge Met Bs 
the Beginning of my Diſcourſe. I believe there are few 
amongſt you, my Brethren, that are 16 very ignorant, as 
not to know that Sealing Evit is a Sin, yea, aud a very 
great, and crying Sin, even though the Perſons of whom 
you Seak Evil ſhould happen to be your Inferiours. To 
Speak Evil implies a malicious Spirit, and all Malice, you 
know, my Friends, proceeds from the Devil, the Father 
of all Wickedneſs : And would you not be apt to take it 
very ill, my Brethren, if any one ſhould call you the 
Children of the Devil; nevertheleſs very juſtly may you 
be call d ſo, ſince, in Effect, you will actually be no better. 


I is to be hoped therefore that none of you for the fiture 
will indulge yourſelves in ſuch an eyil Practice, elpeciall; 
ſince you never had lefs Reaſort or Provocation for ſo do 
ing. In Effeft, that murmuring Spirit which has of late 
Years manifeſted itſelf amongſt us, and breed ay 1 

y to 


much ill Blood, and ſuch Difſention, appears evident 

be no other than the Work of the Evil One; nay, it maz 
certainly be proved to be a Viſitation upon us for our ma- 
nifold Sins and Franſpreſſions, and I much queſtion whe- 
ther it be not one of the worſt. of Vifitations. . We 5 


know that good King David choſe to fall into the Han 
of God rather than the Hands of Men, when he Had h 
Choice of Famine, Peſtilence, or flying before his. Enemies 
in War. But we are füllen into the Hands of Men, yea, 
moſt mercileſs. Men, had they but Power equal to their 
Will. What do I ſay Men, 151 they are not Men, they 

| are 


(6) 
are ravenous Tygers, Bears, and Wolves, yea, they are 
even worſe than thoſe Beaſts of Prey. a 


Fon conſider, my Brethren, even the moſt ravenous 
Beaſt of Prey will not injure a Man, unleſs he be prompted 
unto it by Hunger; but theſe vile Wretches without 
the leaſt Excuſe prey upon the Characters of thoſe to 
whom they are indebted for all their Happineſs they at 
preſent enjoy. Conſummate Impudence ! What ſhall eye- 
ry paultry Tradeſman pretend to intermeddle with State 
Affairs, and judge for himſelf! as if our Superiours were 
not better Judges of what 1s for our Good, than we are for 
ourſelves : Can we ſee into the Springs. and, Motives of 
their Actions? No, let us repoſe an implicit Faith 
in the Conduct and Wiſdom of our Governours, and not 
ſaucily cabal 7 theit Meaſures, and inſolently offer 
to direct and inſtruct them, in Matters whereof we cannot 
poſſibly have any Knowledge. How ridiculous, nay how 
wicked is ſuch a Behaviour? How inconſiſtent with that 
Loyalty and Obedience, which every good Subject owes 
to thoſe in Authority over him? Let every Soul be ſubjedt 
to the bigher Powers: For there is no Poner but of God. The 
Powers that be of God, ſays St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, Chap, Xiii. ver. 1. F 


Come we now to the Second Part of my Text, wiz. 
Who is it we are not ſpeak Evil of; the Anſwer is plain; 
Why Of. Dignities? And who, I pray you, are theſe 
Dignities ? Why every one who is ſet in Authority over 
us. This being the Caſe, let eyery Man lay his Hand up- 
on his Breaſt, and ask himſelf this Queſtion ; Whether he 
has not been guilty of this Offence ? If ſpeaking Evil then 
be a Crime, nay a heinous Crime, even if it be of our Infe- 
riours, what muſt we think of it, if we preſume to ſpeak 


To fe this Matter in a clear Light, let us conſider the 
'Caſe of the Children of J7ael, a ſtubborn and rebellious Peo- 
ple ike _ ourſelves. How did theſe harden'd Wretches 
murmur againſt Mofes their Law-giver (or if I may uſe that 
"Exptefſion)Prume Miniſter ? In the ke Manner, how have 
We rebellious Miſcreants murmur'd againſt, reviled, ſpo- 
ken Evil of a ſecond Moſes, our Law-giver and Prime 
Miniſter? But mark the End of it, my Brethren, _ 


' , 


(+) . 


the fatal Conſequences of unreaſonable Diſcontents and 
Di ſaffection: They were continually chaſtiſed with ſevere 
Viſitations, witneſs the Quails given in the Wilderneſs, the 
ſmiting them by the Amalekites, the Brazen Serpent, &c. 
But above all, there are two remarkable Viſitations of 
theſe ſtubborn Wretches, whereof I ſhall particularly take 
Notice, becauſe they ſeem to run parallel with the pre- 
{nt Times, and are not foreign ro my Text. 


Taz sz" Viſitations, or rather Judgments, whereof I 
ſhall take particular Notice, are the Leproſy of Miriam, 
and the ſwallowing up of Korab,, Dathan, and Abiram. 
Theſe harden'd Sinners (like ſome whom I could name 
now-a-days) burning with Envy againſt Moſes, becauſe he 
had the chief Adminiſtration of Affairs, murmur'd highly 
againſt him, and would have ſow'd Difſention amongſt the 
People: But what Was the Conſequence ? Miriam was 
ſmitten with a Leproſy, although ſhe was -ſoon healed 
upon her Repentance, and Korab, Dathan, and Abiram 
ſwallow'd up alive; a dreadful Example to all Diſaffected 
Rebels, not to murmur againſt Good Miniſters ! | 


Bur if ſpeaking Evil of any one be in itſelf a heinous 
Sin, as I have already obſerved, and Seating Evil of Dig ni- 
ties yet much worſe, what muſt it be to Seat Evil of them 
UNDESERVEDLY, which is the preſent Caſe ? Sure- 
ly this muſt not only be a heinous Sin, but eyen'one of the 
ſeven deadly Sins. For I would fain ask, what Proyocati- 
on any of us can pretend to have received from the 
Honourable Perſons in the Adminiſtration? Or, to ſpeak 
more properly, from the Honourable Perſon againſt whom 
all the preſent Spleen and Envy is directed? May he not, 
like Samuel, ſately teſtify his own Integrity? May he not 
ſafely ask, < Whoſe Ox have I taken, whoſe Aſs have I 
cc taken, or whom have I defrauded? Whom have Io 
* preſs d, or of whoſe Hands have I receiv'd a;Bribe (for 
there was Bribing even in thoſe Days) to blind mine 
Eyes therewith? Anſwer me, and I will reſtore it you.“ 
If then he may ſafely ask theſe Queſtions, as all, even his 
reateſt Enemies, if them will witneſs the Truth, muſt al- 
o, what muſt thoſe have to anſwer for, who murmur 


70 


ſtance one Act, or Effort of lawleſs Power, during his 


: 9-1 


To come a little cloſer to the Point; what an unparal- 
lePd Impudence and Wickednefs was it, in a Parcel of pal- 
try Merchants and Shopkeepers, to make their late riotous 
Proceſſion to 1 0-tdew order to petitian their Repre- 
ſentatives againſt a , calculated entirely for their 
Benefit and Advantage, I mean the Exciſe Bill? At that 
rate, no Miniſter, for the future, will dare propoſe any 
Scheme, though never ſo much for the Welfare and In- 
tereſt of the whole Community. But where, in the - 
Name. of Wonder, was the Grievance of the Exciſe Bill ? 
Was it not wholly calculated to prevent Frauds, and im- 

ove the Revenue? Who would have been aggrieved by 
it, but clandeftine and fraudulent Dealers, whom it is even 


an Att of Juſtice to puniſh and chaſtiſe ? 


I xnow it has been pretended, by the Diſalfefted, in 
order to ſow Sedition, and raiſe a Clamour againſt the Mi- 
niſter, that it would have obſtrutted the Commerce of 
the Fair Traders, and that the Extenſion of the Exciſe- 
Laws tended to ſubvert the Conftitution. But how vain 


and ridiculous is this Pretence ! What Obſtruction wou'd 


it have been to the Commerce of the fair Trader, to have 
had it ſeen that he did not deal clandeſtinely ? And how 
could two'or three Hundred Officers have fubverted, or in 
the leaſt endangered the Conſtitution ? What do 1 ſay, 
two or three Hundred? We had the noble Gentleman's 
Word, and we all know that may be firmly d on, 
that there would have been no need for above Forty. 


Bor had even all thar theſe Men falſely ſuggeſt been 


Fatt, (which Lam far from granting) I mean that it would 


have chftruited the Commerce of the fair Traders, and 
that Exciſe; the Extenſion of Laws, tended to ſubvert 
the Conſtitution, there would ſtill have been no Pretence 
tor tho late tumultuous and riotous Proceſſion af tlie Citi- 


Zens; ſince it is certain, that the honourable Perſon who 


has of late been fo much carp'd at, has always been the 
e Friend of Liberty, and would have been far 


from making an ill Uſe of Arbitrary Power, even altho he 


were poſſeſſed of it. To prove this, we need only recol- 
left the daily Challenges and Defiances, that are given 
by the Perſons known to be employ'd by him, to in- 


long 


* . , 
" 41 F 


long and bleſſed Adminiſtration. © Does not this make it 


evident that he ought to have an implicit Truſt and Confi- 
dence repoſed in him? What Madneſs; then, what Ingra- 
titude is it in us, to attemptita rye his Hands up, from 
doing us thoſe eminent Services he is daily labouring to 
bring to bear, for the Welfare of the People of Great-Bri- 
tain? But *tis to be hoped, that moſt of us have ſeen our 
Folly, and that the next Seſſion of Parliament he will 
meet with no Oppoſition to, no tumultuous! Petitioning 
againſt, any laudable Schemes, which he ſhall think fit to 
propoſe, and that he will then reap the Glory, he has ſo 


well and ſo long deſerved: from his indefggable Zeal for 


the Proſperity and Honour of his Fellow-S 


_ Howsevzs, if there ſhould ſtill be any ſo unhappy 
and blind to their o.]n Good; as to perſiſt in foment- 
ing Diviſions, and forming an Oppoſition to the excel- 
lent Schemes of that honourable Perſon, 1 would ad- 
viſe. them to remember What St. Paul faith, Romans, 
"hap. xili. Ver. 2. © Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the 
4 Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and they that 
<< reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. Can 
there be any thing more clear and expreſs? Now even 
his greateſt Enemies will not have che Face to deny 
but chat this honourable Perſon hach the Power, it is 
what they have oſten urged and alledged againſt him, 
as a, Crime, that he ingroſſed to himſelf too 
much Power, Which is an evident Proof of their 
Wicked ness: 179% 1 97000 f 


* 
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A al naftogae;. d ais vidio 8 oni: 5 viso 
Fox hat ſaith the Apoſtle in the next Verſe? “For 
< Rulers are not a Terror to Good Works, but to Evil. 


« Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power. Do 
4 that which is Good; and thou ſhalt, have Praiſe of 


< the ſame,” What can theſe Malignants ſay to this? 


They all own they are afraid of his Power; it muſt 
be therefore bas their Deeds are evil, and becauſe 
they will not do that which is Good. And ſhall we, 
my Brethren, be led aſtray by ſuch Exil Doers; or, if 
we are, ſhall we not very juſtly have Reaſon to be 
afraid for the ſame? ſhall DIGNITIES be re- 
vided - and evil; ſpoken of for our groundleſs Sur- 
mifes ? Or ſhall we pretend to direct thoſe who have Au- 
thority over us? 3 and unjuſtifiable Conduct, 

at 
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at which every ru ought to tremble. . For ſaithi 
the fame Apoſtle," in the fourth Verſe of the ſame Chap- 
ter; «© He is the Miniſter of God to thee for Good: But 
e if thot'do that which is Exil be afraid; for he beareth 
« nok the Sword in vaih + For he is the Miniſter of God, 
th » ne to execate) Wrath upon him that doeth 

nr en t rd : 
© Tr then he is the Miniſter to us for Good, as is evi- 
dent by the foregoing Verſes, ſhajb we retuli him Evil ? 
Forbid it Gratitude and” juſtice ; forbid it Cheiſtianity 2 
IT we are eicher grateful or juſt, we ſhall never return 
Evil for Good, but as Chriſtians we are obliged even to 
o farther, and not to return Evil for Evil. Wherefore 
ad the Extiſe Sheme, which 1 have already demonſtrated 
to have been calcnlated for our Good, been big with all the 
Evils which that honourable Perſon's Enemies have pre- 
tended, we ſhould have been far from being- juſtified in 
oppoſing it, ſince we are expreſly order d, To overcome 

Evil with Good, and if a Man fſifiite us on the 
4 right Cheek to preſent the Left alſo; if he take our 

* Cloak; to take our Coat likewiſe: Nay, in the ame Chap- 
ter, Verſe the fifth, the Apoſtle ſays, Where ye muſt 
<= "needs be fübject, not only for Wrarky but for Conſci- 
& ence fake. 1 perceive; my Brethren, that you do not 
much rehiſh this Doctrine; but let itbe never ſo diſügreebale, 
F am obhged — = 18 Truth, and ſhall there venture 
to tell you plainly; chat 1 believe I ſhall not find it diffi- 
cult, to prove from this very fame Chapter, that we not 
only committed a deadly Sin in oppoſing the Exciſe 
Khorne, but were in Duty bound to have fubmitted: to it 
Fon obſerve what the Apoftle 


| le fays farther in the next 
Verſe: * For, for this Cauſe pay you Tribute alfo : For 
they are God's Miniſters, ' attending eontinually upon 
* is very Thing. If then they are the Miniſters of 
Heaven attending upon thus very Thing, that is to ſay, 
u pan Trihuc (whether E X CIS E, or any other, tis 

one for that) with what Face can we pretend to deny 
it chen much more with ' whit Face can we pretend to 


mitke riotous and tumituous Proeeſſions, under the 
eee 
ie AU ETLEDE enn 71 4 dare 1 


(1) 
to revile and ak Evil of them f attempting 
tocemandſe, | 1 ns 


Tus could hardly have been a 1 e 
then the Words attending continually * this very 
Thing; by che Words allading continu it appears 

that it was their fole Employment, upon 1 they 
were wholly intent; How well now does this Deſcrip- 
tion ſhit with the "Officers of the Exciſe ? Are. not they 
Night and Day attending upon it? and are not 
their whole Thoughts bent _ thereupon ? From hence 
we may very reaſonably conclude, that the Tribute here 
geren, of was a Sort of an Exciſe, which the Romans 
0 were, and conſequently we now are, ſtrictly enjoin- 

FO pay. 


Bur he, next Verſe ſeems to > pt this. Matter quite 
out of Diſpute, for it is there ce Render therefore 
to all Pele bas; Tribute to whom Tribute is due; 
60 Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom ; Fear to whom Fear, Honour 
4 to whom Honour. By the. Diſtinction here made be- 
tween Tribute and Cuſtom, the Tribute ſeems to be a Tax 
of a different Nature, which makes it not at all improba- 
ble that it was an Exciſe 1 and 
which the on might perhaps make 4 Difficu wy 


of paying, and hich made it for the A 
to give them thi chis expres «IIa to obey che high- 
er Powers. © 


— 


W ſee then, my Brethren, that we are commanded 
by the Apoſtie, „ Every Soul be obedient to the 


igher Powers; that there is no Power but of God; 
ce and that whoever refiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the 


* Ordinance of God, and will receive to - themſelves 
ec Damnation. We fee all che, I ſay, and ſhall we 
dare tv-ſpeak Evil ties, and to bring upon our- 
- ſelves ſo dreadful a Sentence? Far be it from us, my 

Friends, to run ſuch Hazards ; no, let us rather ſabmit 
qurſelyes quietly to the Ordinances of our Soperiours, 
and ſhew aral good and n Subjects. 


Lor no dating and _— Malignants raife ue 
leſs Fears and jealouſies amongſt us; we are and ſhall 
be Happy, if we can but believe ourſelves fo, as on 
the 


— 
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the. contrary, we ſhall be always miſerable if we give 
way to Diſcontent, and credit all the vain Surmiſes 
of the Diſaffected. Does not every Man ſit in Peace 
under his own Fig- Tree, and enjoy, without Moleſtation, 
the Fruits of Labour? What, in the Name of wonder, 
can we deſire more? With all our Complaints do we 
know where to mend ourſelves? Let us look upon our 
Neighbours round us, and ſee if they fare better than 
we, under this Miniſter whom it is ſo much the 
Faſhion cauſieſsly to revile. If an may of one or'two- 
Commodities ſeems ſo dreadful to us, how is it with 
the People in Holland and in France, where there is no 
one Commodity unexciſed? For Shame then, my Bre- 
thren, let us no longer be ſuch Grumbletonians, hut ac- 
quieſce contentedly with the Meaſures of the Honour- 
able Perſon, who has ſo many Years preſerved us in 
Beace and Plenty. erg OT, RN JEM NEL 


— 


- -Insrz av. of intermeddling, as too many of our Ci- 
tizens have impertinently and inſolently done of late, 
with the Conduct of the Perſons 'at the Helm, let 
them go Home to their Shops and Counting-Houſes, 
as hetter becomes them, and mind their own Family 
Affairs. How ſhould' they know what Scheme is, or is 
not, for the Advantage of the Kingdom? Poor Animals! 
whence did they derive their Sagacity.? Are they fit 
Perſons to direct the Adminiſtration ! I hope we are 
not yet ſõ deſtitute of able  Stateſmen, tb be forced 
to take them from behind the Counter: No, my Bre- 
thren, to the Glory of the Hondurable Perſon at the 
Head of Affairs be it ſpoken, his conſummate Abilities 
are conſeſsd even by his greateſt Enemies: All Europe 
reſounds with the Applauſe of his unparallel d and 
matchleſs Conduct; chere are no Difficulties: d great 
which his ſurpriſing Capacity does not eaſily ſurmòunt, 
nor any Intereſts ſo oppoſite which he cannot find ſome 
Way to reconcile. rn 8 1 UF 94,9: 


SzcuRE- and happy under his Adminiftration let us 
bleſs our happy Fate, nor ſuffer one uneaſy Thouglit 
to intervene and fill us with unreaſonable Diſquiets 
ſince. we may be well aſſured, that when we {leep he 
is watchful for our Welfare, and will let no Opportunity 
lþp to eſtabliſh the Peace and Froſperity of Great Bri- 


tain 


(413) 
tain 8 ſuch a Foundation as ſhall ſarpaſs. our ut- 


moſt Wiſhes, and make us the Wonder and Aſtoniſlunent 
of future AS. e 


Con 
and the 


Welfare, 


+ 


— 


* 


an in 


. 
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The only Rule therefore of judging in ſuch Caſs is, not to 

give Credit to amy evil Reports, until rhey are fully pro- 

ved ** a N of Reputation; and 1 would tain ask 
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ERRATA to Page 4. 


Line 7. for inconſiderate, read incomparable. 
Line 9. for puſt/d, read puniſW'd. 
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